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i Conpunist Heactions
RJEC . Estimates Concerniag {hinese v _
IORIECT to the Introduction of Limited Fumbers of U3
Combat Forces inio iBoe

ATTACHMENT: Excerpte from secenc Lstimates

ik he ‘ that
1. in owr estimaies we nave taken the positions N

in response to the stated U3 sctiond

5. The Comsunist response to such US action would
probably not be an jmaeciate and violent Communis®
military ecunteractidn. #ather, the Bloc would
probably launch a mejor political snd propuganis
eumpaign coupled with threats of retsllatory military
action to “protect the ;mctians, They would probably
delay any overt jiptervention until they had assessec
the peaction in ieos Aaud the world at large. The
sathet Lao forces, stiifened by covert Viet Hinh forces,

would provably step Wp cheir ceampaign, seeking to taie

e
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over those major towns not occupied by US forces.

If, on the other hand, the UG action &id sppear to
steady the Foyal Leotian government and improve the
performence of its army, the Communists might then

declde to introduce Viet Minh units openly into laos.

5. 1n this situation, the NHorth Vietnamese would
probably earry the maln burden of Bloc military action
in laos, with the Chinese Commmists partlcipatling on
& major scale only should this become Decessary to

protect the Commmist atake in laos.

c. (ommupist Chins and the USSR appeer to be in
zeneral accord on ypolicy in ilsos, with Hoscow clesrly
the principal architect of that course. Honever,
Communist China's interests 1n Laos are the greater,
and Sino-Soviet streins over Bloc pollcy there might

asecur if US action threatened the Bloc position in Lsos.
2. e believe these judgments to be atill walid.

3. The only coordinated estimste which bears in part
on the question of Chinese Compunist reactions to the stated

1 move is SNIE 58-61: “Provable Commmist Reactions to
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ceptain U Courses of Action witn Hespect to 1BOB, © dated
21 February 156L. As discussed in the attachment, O/NE

i % p ’bear
uas since preparsd four memorsnua for the peY waoich

oa the problem.

FOR THE BUARD OF HATIORAL ESTIMATERD:

AMROT SMUTH
Acting Chalrman
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